
  

Long-term Drought Status 
January — March 2014 

The late fall and early winter storms in Novem-

ber and December are responsible for most of 

the precipitation thus far in the water year 

(October 1 —September 30). That moisture led 

to some improvements to the long term 

drought conditions in January. However, the 

last three months have been extremely dry 

statewide, and that has resulted in downgrad-

ing the watersheds in northern, central and 

eastern Arizona.  

The Lower Colorado, Lower Gila, San Simon, 

San Pedro, and Willcox Playa watershed in 

southern Arizona had no change, mostly due to 

the fact that they receive very little of their an-

nual precipitation in the winter. The only area 

with no drought is Yuma and southern La Paz 

counties, and the lower Gila is borderline at 

abnormally dry. 

The next update in July will reflect the spring 

conditions, and is not expected to show much improvement, as April through June are our dri-

est months of the year.      

Short-term Drought Status 
April 2014 

April was dry across the state, which is 

not unusual, but it was also extremely 

hot, so the little soil moisture that had 

been left from the meager snowpack and 

early March precipitation is gone. The 

grasses and vegetation that emerged 

during the warm periods of February and 

March have dried out in April, creating a 

significant early wildfire hazard. Little 

moisture is expected until the monsoon 

becomes active in late June or early July. 

Fire restrictions are already in place in 

many of the state and national forests. 
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